
A Mind in the Light Curriculum © 2019 Lisa Kelly. All rights reserved. 

 
 

Bonheur Collection 
 

 

Rosa Bonheur with Bull by Edouard Louis Dubufe 

 

Marie-Rosalie Bonheur, also known as Rosa Bonheur, (1822-1899) was a painter and sculptor from France. 

She was trained by her father and was well known for her paintings: Plowing in Nivernais and The Horse Fair. 

She is currently recognized as a detailed and accurate painter, particularly of animals, from the 19th century. 

Notes for the Teacher 

Please visit the website for notes on how to best conduct a picture study.  

This PDF file contains pictures which can be freely downloaded and printed. For best results, print these 

images on card stock. You might also consider storing the prints in sheet protectors. 
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Recommended Books 

Forms I-II 

Rosa’s Animals: The Story of Rosa Bonheur and Her Painting Menagerie by Maryann Macdonald 

Forms II and III 

Rosa Bonheur: Painter of Animals by Olive M. Price 

Forms III-VI 

Rosa Bonheur by Frank Hird –Internet Archive 

 

Online Resources 

“The Restoration of Rosa Bonheur’s The Horse Fair” –The National Gallery, London 
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Figure 1 
 

Title: Lion Head 
Date: 1879 

Medium: oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 95 cm x 76 cm 
Location: Museo del Prado 

 
 

Notes 

After Rosa Bonheur had painted many depictions of 

domestic animals, she then began to paint wild 

animals. She purchased three lions and named them, 

Nero, Pierrette and Fathma. 

 
What do you know of lions?  
 
Describe this lion. What might you learn if you 
quietly studied this lion for some time? What might 
he say to you if he could communicate with you? 

Figure 2 
 

Title: Plowing in Nivernais 
Date: 1849 

Medium: oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 52.75 in x 102.36 in 

Location: Musee d’ Orsay 
 
 

Notes 

Describe what you see in the foreground and in the 

background. Tell about the men and the work they 

are doing? Tell how this painting illustrates what life 

was like for many in this time period. 

 

How many oxen are in this painting? Tell which oxen 

are working the hardest. How do we know this? 

 
What colors are prominent in this painting? Why do 
you think this is so? In what direction is the sun? 
(Look at the shadows.) 
 

Figure 3 
 

Title: The Highland Shepherd 
Date: 1859 

Medium: oil on canvas 
Location: Kunsthalle, Hamburg 

 
 

Notes 

This Scottish shepherd, dressed in his traditional 

highland garments, was realistically captured by Rosa, 

since she traveled to Scotland and painted from first-

hand experience.  

 

Queen Victoria was an admirer of her work. 

 
Tell what you think might be happening in this 
picture. What time of day might it be? How do we 
know this?  
 
What do you know of shepherds? Imagine that you 
are allowed to jump into this painting and ask this 
shepherd three questions. What would you ask him? 
 

 

Figure 4 
 

Title: The Horse Fair 
Date: 1852-1855 

Medium: oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 244.5 cm x 506.7 cm 

Location: Metropolitan Museum of Art 
 
Notes 

In the 19th century, horses were the primary mode of 

transportation. Horses were bought and sold 

regularly at markets, but horse fairs were special 

events.  

 
Describe the horses. Which horses do we notice 
most? How did the artist do this?  
 
Rosa Bonheur painted the horses 2/3 life size which 
led to a large painting overall. Notice the spectators 
to the right. Why does the painting not feel crowded? 
 
Tell how the artist has used light in this painting. 
What time of day is it? Why do you think this? 
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Figure 5 
 

Title: Cattle at Rest on a Hillside in the Alps 
Date: 1885 

Medium: oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 54.9 cm x 66.4 cm 

Location: Art Institute of Chicago 
 
 

Notes 

The animals in this painting are sometimes referred 

to as stots or bullocks (castrated male oxen). Describe 

the expressions of these animals. 

 

Tell what you would consider most important about 

this painting and why you think this.  

 

What colors does the artist use to depict the animals? 

In what way does her use of light make the animals 

more realistic-looking? What else makes this picture 

so realistic? Describe the location of this painting. 

Figure 6 
 

Title: The Charcoal Burners 
Date: 1853 

Medium: oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 47.2 cm x 68.4 cm 

 
 

Notes 

Tell what you know of charcoal burners. Describe the 

landscape portion of this painting. 

 

Rosa was said to be comfortable in the homes and 

huts of huntsmen, woodcutters and charcoal burners. 

This gave her access to a realistic impression of the 

subjects and scenes she wished to paint accurately. 

 
Realistic paintings often feel like photographs to us 
today. They capture what is seen with truth. Why 
might this be important in a time when photographs 
were not as readily available? How does it help us to 
better understand others and their lives? 

 

 


