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Jan Steen Collection 
 

 

Self-Portrait by Jan Steen 

 

Jan Steen (c. 1626-1679) was a Dutch painter of the Dutch Golden Age. His work is known for its rich colors 

and depictions of everyday life and falls under the movement of art known as Baroque.  

Notes for the Teacher 

Please visit the website for notes on how to best conduct a picture study.  

This PDF file contains pictures which can be freely downloaded and printed. For best results, print these 

images on card stock. You might also consider storing the prints in sheet protectors. 
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Recommended Books 

Note: There are very few books available for children about Jan Steen. I’ve listed a few books which might, at 

least, give children a better sense of the Dutch people.  

 

Form I 

Katje the Windmill Cat by Gretchen Woelfle 

The Great Tulip Trade by Beth Wagner Brust 

Boxes for Katje by Candace Fleming 

Form II 

The Wheel on the School by Meindert Dejong 

Forms III-VI 

Hans Brinker, or The Silver Skates by Mary Mapes Dodge 

Forms V-VI 

A Worldly Art: The Dutch Republic, 1585-1718 by Mariet Westermann (Please pre-read before assigning.) 

 

Online Resources 

Forms I-III 

National Gallery of Art –An Eye for Art: Jan Steen and Hendrick Avercamp 

This PDF file for children provides just enough background information about Jan Steen as would be needed 

before studying his works. Also, NGA has a video tour of his work titled “The Dancing Couple”. An audio 

for kids for this same piece is also available. These resources can all be found on a search page for Jan Steen 

at their website. NGA Search: Jan Steen 

 

Forms III-VI 

Jan Steen: The Drawing Lesson by John Walsh is a free PDF file download of a Google book on Jan Steen. I 

have not read this book, so please preview before assigning this as reading for your older students. Younger 

upper form students might just read the first chapter.  

https://www.nga.gov/content/dam/ngaweb/Education/learning-resources/an-eye-for-art/AnEyeforArt-JanSteenHendrickAvercamp.pdf
https://www.nga.gov/global-site-search-page.html?searchterm=jan+steen
https://books.google.com/books?id=MZgnAgAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Figure 1 
 

Title: The Feast of St. Nicholas 
Date: c. 1663-1665 

Medium: oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 82 cm x 70.5 cm 

Location: Rijksmuseum, Gallery of Honour 
 
 

Notes 

The Feast of St. Nicholas was an important Dutch 

family holiday celebrated in December. The joy and 

traditions of this special day are captured in Steen’s 

work. 

 
Study each child and tell what you think that child 
might be thinking or feeling as portrayed in the 
painting. 

Figure 2 
 

Title: Harpsichord Lesson 
Date: 1660 

Medium: oil on wood 
Dimensions: 48.5 cm x 36.5 cm 

Location: Wallace Collection, London 
 
 

Notes 

The harpsichord preceded the piano as a keyboard 

instrument. Unlike the piano, the strings are plucked 

rather than hit with a hammer.  

 

Look for as many details about the two main figures 

in the painting. Describe the young woman. Describe 

the male teacher.  

 

Figure 3 
 

Title: The Parrot Cage 
Date: c. 1660-1670 

Medium: oil on canvas on panel 
Dimensions: 50 x 40 cm 

Location: Rijksmuseum, Netherlands 
 
 

Notes 

Parrots were often seen as symbol of wealth and 

luxury.  

 
What do you think is happening in this painting? 
Study the colors in the painting. What colors do you 
see?  

 

Figure 4 
 

Title: Prayer Before the Meal 
Date: 1660 

Medium: oil on oak panel 
Dimensions: 54.3 x 46 cm 

Location: The Leiden Collection 
 
 

Notes 

The wooden chandelier with the bell hanging from it 
is called a belkroon. This one has words from the 
Lord’s Prayer on it.  
 
The room in this painting is described as humble, 
meaning the family is of modest or working-class 
rank.  
 
Find three details to this work that might not have 
been noticed. 
 
What feelings are invoked by this scene? 
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Figure 5 
 

Title: School Teacher 
Date: c. 1668 

Medium: oil on canvas 
Location: Private Collection 

 
 

Notes 

What do you think the children are learning from 
their school teacher?  
 
How is this schoolroom similar to your own? How is 
it different? 
 
What are the children and the teacher using for 
writing? 

Figure 6 
 

Title: The Dancing Couple 
Date: 1663 

Medium: oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 1025 x 1425 mm 

Location: National Gallery of Art 
 
Notes 

This painting probably takes place during a kermis, a 
Dutch village festival. This festival was filled with 
laughter, play, conversations, market goods for sale 
and dancing.  
 
Jan Steen often included himself in his paintings. Can 
you find him?* 
 
Find something in the painting which illustrates each 
of the five senses. For example, what do you think 
might be heard? What might be tasted? What might 
be smelled? What might be touched? What might be 
seen? 
 
*He is on the left side of the painting and is seen tickling the chin 
of the woman next to him. 

 

 


