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Additional Reading Suggestions 

Merlin and the Dragons by Jane Yolen 

Saladin by Diane Stanley   

Joan of Arc by Diane Stanley 

Good Queen Bess by Diane Stanley or The Queen’s Progress by Celeste Davidson Mannis 

The First Thanksgiving by Jean Craighead George 

The Story of Florence Nightingale by Margaret Leighton 

The Reasons for Seasons by Gail Gibbons 

Martha Ann’s Quilt for Queen Victoria by Kyra E. Hicks 

 

Upper Elementary Suggestions 

Hereward the Wake by Charles Kingsley 

William the Conqueror by Thomas Costain 

Castle by David Macaulay 

The Magna Charta by James Daugherty or That Men Shall be Free: The Story of the Magna 

Carta by Clifford Lindsey Alderman 

The Black Plague by Walter Oleksy 

George vs. George: The American Revolution as Seen from Both Sides by Rosalyn Schanzer 

The Story of Napoleon by H. E. Marshall 

Under the Hawthorne Tree by Marita Conlon-McKenna OR Nory Ryan’s Song by Patricia 
Reilly Giff 

  



  



Lesson Outline for Each Week 

 
 
Before the Readings 

 Use “Connections”, connecting questions, to bridge the gap between chapter 
readings. They are designed to bring forth what the child already knows about 
a topic so that the new information can be connected to it. 

 “Words to Know” lists words to be learned. Some words are also reviewed, 
clarified or distinguished from other words. 

 Using the proper nouns list, locate any places on a map or globe, as needed. 

 Complete any additional map work, if included, or if added by your teacher. 

 Notes pertinent to the chapter are included as needed. There are also notes for 
poetry excerpts included in the text. The Galore Park edition already has these 
notes at the beginning of the book, but I provided them for those who did not 
have this edition. 

 Images are incorporated with many of the chapter lessons, designed to provide 
a spark for interest and attention as well as provide the student with some 
visual images on which to better connect the lengthy flow of narrative history. 

 
Readings 

 Read from Our Island Story one chapter at a time. Please note the included 
“Narration Break” and use this pause in the reading to better divide the 
amount of material in each chapter, allowing your student to narrate smaller 
sections at a time, especially with this age/level.  If your child needs more 
breaks, please add them as needed. 

 Allow your student to give an oral narration of what has been read so far at 
the narration break, using the chart of proper nouns as needed. Continue on 
with the reading after this narration. 

 
After the Readings 

 Have your student give an oral narration of the remainder of the chapter, 
using the chart as needed, or choose from any of the narration suggestions 
listed in the guide. Choose more than one if you’d like. 

 Please use the chart of proper nouns as an aid in memory, spelling or 
pronunciation, but not at the expense of the “one reading “only approach. It is 
important that your student relies on their attention while listening the first 
time and not on the chart. 

 Read any additional readings if you wish. 
 



  



Notes for the Teacher 

 
 
This guide is designed to fit any edition, but the preferred edition is the book 
published by Galore Park. 

 
Proper Nouns for an Oral Narration  

This chart can be either written on a board or the child can be provided with a copy 
of them to refer to while narrating. These lists allow the child to narrate more 
completely as the more obscure names are provided for them. This is also a great time 
to check pronunciation. 

The proper nouns are divided into categories in order to separate the nouns of place. 
Please note that I often include proper nouns of place under the category for 
“Other”. This is because many proper nouns of place such as the name of a church or 
the name of a school are not needed for map work but are needed for narrations. The 
proper nouns under the category “Map Work” are meant to be a list of places which 
can easily be found using a map or globe and give context to the reading.  
 
Narration Breaks 

These pauses are simply a place with a slight break in scene (if I could find one) in a 
place that reasonably broke the reading into another section. This break is to allow the 
child a smaller section of the reading to narrate. If your child can handle the entire 
chapter, then please just overlook this note. Generally, even with older students, it is 
helpful to break the reading into sections of not more than 4-5 pages. With students 
new to narrations, the readings might also need to be broken into even smaller 
sections. The number of pages read for a narration can be increased over time.  
  
Narration Suggestions  

These suggestions are designed to allow for a broad range of ages to be able to use 
this guide. Our Island Story is used in Years Two and Three by design, but can be also 
used with children through the elementary ages. Choose the narration suggestions that 
are best suited for your family.  

Narration Suggestions are alternative ideas for that particular reading. Any other 
narration style or idea can be used at any time. These are just some options. The 
additional suggestions allow the child more creative options and offer more focused 
written work for older students.  



Remember, at least some of your student’s narration work should be oral as it is just 
as important in building writing skills as written narrations. 

Additional Resources 

At this time, primary resources, maps, art pieces, and coloring pages accompanying 
the lessons are linked at A Mind in the Light. Look under Resources, then Year Two 
(Chapters 1-54) or Year Three (Chapters 55-end) as they apply to the year in which 
they are needed for these links. Once you are under the correct year, look for Our 
Island Story. I will abbreviate this note in all subsequent references to it in the guide as 
RY2, OIS, C#__,  or as RY3, OIS, C#__, depending on the year/chapter in which 
the link or resource is needed.  

A PDF file has been created which contains most of the needed additional resources 
and is titled “Resource Pages for Our Island Story”. This file can be downloaded and 
used as a companion with the book. Some resources such as coloring pages, some 
images, some maps and additional information could not be included in the file so as 
not to violate any copyright laws. Those contained in the file were in the public 
domain.  

Reading Schedules 

A Reading Schedule for Our Island Story is linked under the curriculum page for both 
Year Two and Year Three. 

This guide does not include specific reading schedules for each year, since it is 
assumed that if you are not following the reading schedules for Year Two or Year 
Three, then you prefer to read the book at your own pace. A list of additional reading 
suggestions is included at the beginning of this guide. You will need to arrange the 
pacing of the books for these additions as they work best for your family.  

Also, the additional reading books listed under History for Year Two and Year Three 
coordinate with the flow of A Child’s History of the World in the reading schedule. If 
you are using only Our Island Story, then just add in books as they flow with this guide. 

 

 

  



  



Our Island Story 

Chapter 1 

 

The Stories of Albion and Brutus 

 

Before the Reading 

 Connections: What do you know of Britain? 

 Be sure to look up the places listed under the category: Map Work (below) and pronounce 
any words as needed. 

 

Proper Nouns for an Oral Narration 

People Map Work Other 

Brutus Troy Neptune 

 Britain or Britannia Amphitrite 

  Albion 

  Samothea 

  Hercules 

 

Narration Break 

Pause the reading just before the paragraph beginning “So Albion took possession of 
the little island....” Have your student orally narrate on what has been read so far. 

 

  



After the Reading 

Narration Suggestions 

Choose one of the following narrations after the reading is complete. If you are making use of the 
narration breaks, and therefore your student has already completed all or a portion of a narration 
suggestion, then you may wish to choose an alternative narration such as a creative, dramatic or 
written response.  

 Is the chapter titled “The Stories of Albion and Brutus” a true story? Explain 
your thoughts. 
 
You may wish to explain that this story is considered a myth. 
 

 Tell the story of Albion and Brutus. 
 

 Draw a picture of Albion as it was described by the mermaid and Father 
Neptune. 
 

 Paint a picture of any scene from this reading. 
 

 

  



Our Island Story 

Chapter 2 

 

The Coming of the Romans 

 

Before the Reading 

 Connections: What do you know of Brutus from Troy?  

 Be sure to look up the places listed under the category: Map Work (below) and pronounce 
any words as needed. 

 

Proper Nouns for an Oral Narration 

People Map Work Other 

Brutus Albion (Britain) King Lear 

Shakespeare Gaul (France) Britons 

Julius Caesar Roman Empire  

 

 

Narration Break 

Pause the reading just before the paragraph beginning “After sailing along the coast a 
little way....” Have your student orally narrate on what has been read so far.  

 

  



After the Reading 

Narration Suggestions 

Choose one of the following narrations after the reading is complete.  

 Tell about Julius Caesar and his battle with the Britons. 
 

 Research the Roman ships called galleys. Draw a picture of one and title your 
picture. Tell a friend or family member all about your picture and what you 
learned about the galley. 
 

 Tell something about each of the following: 
 

 Roman soldier 

 British soldier 

 Roman slave 
 

 Tell how the Britons used horses in battle. 
 

 Use toy figures to act out the battle between the Britons and the Romans. 
 

  



Our Island Story 

Chapter 3 

 

The Romans Come Again 

 

Before the Reading 

 Connections: Tell of Julius Caesar. What do you know of the Romans? 

 Introduce the idea of Before Common Era (BCE) along with B. C. and Common Era (CE) 
with A. D.  

 Be sure to look up the places listed under the category: Map Work (below) and pronounce 
any words as needed.  

 

Proper Nouns for an Oral Narration 

People Map Work Other 

Julius Caesar Albion (Britain) Neptune 

Cassivellaunus Gaul (France) Anno Domini (A. D.) 

 

 

Narration Break 

Pause the reading just before the paragraph beginning “The Britons at this time were 
divided into many tribes....” Have your student orally narrate on what has been read 
so far.  

 

  



After the Reading 

Narration Suggestions 

Choose one of the following narrations after the reading is complete.  

 Tell about how the Britons and Romans fought again.  
 

 Draw a picture of what it may have looked like to a Briton to see hundreds of 
Roman ships approaching their shore. 
 

 Divide a sheet of paper into two halves and then write a list of armor and 
weapons used by each side. You may wish to draw pictures instead or in 
addition to the words. Be sure to label the top of each list with the words 
“Britons” and “Romans”. 
 

 Tell about what you found most interesting in this chapter. 
 

 

  



Our Island Story 

Chapter 4 

 

 How Caligula Conquered Britain, and How Caractacus Refused to Be Conquered 

 

Before the Reading 

 Connections: Why did the Romans come again to Britain? 

 Be sure to look up the places listed under the category: Map Work (below) and pronounce 
any words as needed.  

 

Proper Nouns for an Oral Narration 

People Map Work Other 

Caligula Rome Triumph 

Julius Caesar Italy  

Guilderius, King of Britain France  

Claudius Britain  

Caractacus North Wales  

 Shropshire  

 

Narration Break 

Pause the reading just before the paragraph beginning “After the death of Caligula....” 
Have your student orally narrate on what has been read so far.  

 

  



After the Reading 

Narration Suggestions 

Choose one of the following narrations after the reading is complete.  

 Tell about Caligula the Roman and Caractacus the Briton. 
 

 Draw a picture of any scene from this chapter. 
 

 Draw or paint a picture of Claudius and his Triumph. 
 

 What does the word conquer mean?  
 
Explain why this chapter has the title” How Caligula Conquered Britain and 
Caractactus Refused to Be Conquered”? 
 
Who or what was conquered? 
Who or what would not be conquered? 

  



Our Island Story 

Chapter 5 

 

The Story of a Warrior Queen 

 

Before the Reading 

 Connections: Tell what you know of Caractacus. 

 Be sure to look up the places listed under the category: Map Work (below) and pronounce 
any words as needed.  

 

Proper Nouns for an Oral Narration 

People Map Work Other 

Caractacus London Norfolk 

Boadicea St. Albans Suffolk 

Julius Caesar   

   

 

Narration Break 

Pause the reading just before the paragraph beginning “Again and again the Romans 
were defeated....” Have your student orally narrate on what has been read so far. 

 

  



After the Reading 

Narration Suggestions 

Choose one of the following narrations after the reading is complete.  

 Narrate the story of Queen Boadicea. 
 

 In what ways could the Britons handle their struggle with the Romans? Name 
as many different ways as you can. Tell which way you would choose and why 
you would choose it. 
 

 Why do you think this chapter is titled “The Story of a Warrior Queen”?  
What title would you have given this chapter? Why? 
 

 

 

  



Our Island Story 

Chapter 71 

 

Elizabeth-The Story of How England Was Saved From the Spaniards  
 

Before the Reading 

 Connections: Share what you know of Philip, King of Spain. 

 Present Images Q, R and S: Philip II, King of Spain, English Ships and the Spanish Armada 
and Charles Howard, 1st Earl of Nottingham before the reading. Tell what you see in these 
images. Which two images are portraits? What do you think of these two men? What kind of 
view are we getting when we look at English Ships and the Spanish Armada? (Are we 
looking at it close-up or from a distance?) How does the view change what we feel when we 
look at it? Pretend you are looking at the ships from a greater distance. How might your 
thoughts and feelings change? Keep the images displayed while reading and encourage your 
students to examine them again after the reading. Are any other details noticed that might 
have missed from the first study? 

 Be sure to look up the places listed under the category: Map Work (below) and pronounce 
any words as needed. 

 

Proper Nouns for an Oral Narration 

People Map Work Other 

Phillip, King of Spain England Invincible Armada 

Mary I Spain  

Queen Elizabeth Plymouth  

Drake Scotland  

Lord Howard, Chief Admiral Ireland  

 

Narration Break 

Pause the reading just before the paragraph beginning “So eagerly did the people 

work that England was ready before Spain…” Have your student orally narrate on 

what has been read so far. 

 



After the Reading 

Narration Suggestions 

Choose one of the following narrations after the reading is complete.  

 How did the English prepare for the approaching Spaniards? 
 

 Draw a picture of the Spanish ships shining in the sun in the shape of a 
crescent. 
  

 Reread Queen Elizabeth’s speech to her soldiers. Tell in your own words 
what she said to them. Why is her speech important? 
 

 Give an account of the battle between the English Navy and the Spanish 
Armada. 
 

 

  



Our Island Story 

Chapter 72 

 

Elizabeth-The Story of Sir Walter Raleigh 
 

Before the Reading 

 Connections: Tell what you know of Drake. How was England saved from the Spanish 
Armada? 

 Present Images T and U: Portrait of Elizabeth I of England (The Armada Portrait) and Sir 
Francis Drake before the reading. Tell what you see in these images. How are portraits 
different from landscapes? What do you see in the background in Portrait of Elizabeth I of 
England?  What is in the foreground? Why do you think these are included in her portrait? 
Keep the images displayed while reading and encourage your students to examine them 
again after the reading. Are any other details noticed that might have missed from the first 
study? 

 Be sure to look up the places listed under the category: Map Work (below) and pronounce 
any words as needed. 

 

Proper Nouns for an Oral Narration 

People Map Work Other 

Sir William Cecil (Lord 

Burleigh) 
America The Faerie Queen 

Sir Walter Raleigh Virginia  

Drake Ireland  

Spenser   

Shakespeare   

Sir Phillip Sidney   

 

Narration Break 

Pause the reading just before the paragraph beginning “For a long time Elizabeth was 

very pleased with Raleigh…” Have your student orally narrate on what has been read 

so far. 

  



After the Reading 

Narration Suggestions 

Choose one of the following narrations after the reading is complete.  

 Tell the story of how Sir Walter Raleigh met Queen Elizabeth. 
 

 Name three different things that Sir Walter Raleigh did in this chapter. Choose 
one of these three things and ask the following question: 
 
Should Sir Walter Raleigh have _______________?  
 
(Fill in the blank with the action you choose from your list of three.) 
 
 

 What kind of man was Sir Phillip Sidney? 
 

 Draw a picture of Sir Walter Raleigh throwing his cape upon the ground for 
Queen Elizabeth. 
 

 

  



Our Island Story 

Chapter 73 

 

Elizabeth-The Story of the Queen’s Favorite  
 

Before the Reading 

 Connections: Share what you know of Lord Burleigh. How does Queen Elizabeth wish for 
people to see her? 

 Be sure to look up the places listed under the category: Map Work (below) and pronounce 
any words as needed. 

 

Proper Nouns for an Oral Narration 

People Map Work Other 

Earl of Essex Ireland Tudors 

King Henry London Stuarts 

Sir Robert Cecil   

Lord Burleigh   

James   

 

Narration Break 

Pause the reading just before the paragraph beginning “In spite of all their quarrels 

Elizabeth really loved Essex”. Have your student orally narrate on what has been read 

so far. 

 

  



After the Reading 

Narration Suggestions 

Choose one of the following narrations after the reading is complete.  

 Give an account of the Earl of Essex. 
 

 Describe Queen Elizabeth during her last years of her life. 
 

 Draw a picture of the Earl of Essex giving the ring, which had been given to 
him by Queen Elizabeth, to the boy who passed by his prison window. 
 

 Should Queen Elizabeth have had the Earl of Essex executed? 
 

  


