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Teaching Notes 

Biography of Bizet 

The following biography of Bizet can be used with students of all ages.  

Selections for Study 

 L’Arlesienne, Suite No. 2 ―Pastorale‖ (I) and ―Farandole‖ (IV) 

 Symphony No. 1 in C Major 

 Juex d’enfants –especially I, IV, V, VII, VIII, IX and X-as these are ones not 

covered in Year One 

Upper Level Selections 

 Carmen, Act I: ―Habanera‖  

 Carmen Suite No. 1: V ―Les Toreadors‖  

Resources 

Children’s resources are very limited for Georges Bizet. Here are a few: 

 Bizet: Symphony in C, Jeux d’enfants, Suites from Carmen, L’Arlesienne, Jolie Fille de 

Perth (Eloquence Australia)(Audio CD -2 discs) 

 Georges Bizet (Spotify) –especially George Bizet: Essential Works 

 Operas That Every Child Should Know by Dolores Bacon –―Carmen‖ –please 

preview this story before reading it aloud to determine if it is a good fit for your 

family.  

 Bizet’s Dream (Movie)+ link for Teach with Movies –for upper level students, so 

please preview to determine if this is a good fit for your family 

See the website and then Resources: The Arts for a link to Spotify and any other 

additional resources. You may wish to purchase or borrow from the library CD 

collections of Bizet’s works. Also, consider other online sources such as YouTube, 

etc. R: The Arts 

Additional Selections: Tracks from Bizet’s Jeux d’enfants (8-12) are included with the Classics for Children 

audio CD from Year One. These are not included in the suggested selections for study above, based on the 

idea that you would not wish to repeat them. However, if you did not cover these already or would like to 

review them, please feel free to add or substitute these selections for the ones listed above.  
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GEORGES BIZET 

Romantic Period 

BORN 1838— DIED 1875 

How do we remember Georges Bizet? First to come to mind upon hearing his name 

is his famous opera Carmen. But, he is also known for such famous works as 

L’Arlesienne , Symphony No. 1 and Juex d’enfants.  

Georges Bizet was actually given the name of Alexandre Cesar Leopold, but was 

called ―Georges‖ for short. Born in Paris, France, he grew up in a home filled with 

music. Both of his parents were musicians too! His mother was a pianist and his 

father was a singer and a composer. 

At age 9, Bizet entered the Paris Conservatory. This was unusual because the age of 

entry was 10. He made such an impression that the age rule was waived for him! 

While at the Conservatory, Bizet won many prizes for composition and piano. It was 

here that he wrote his first symphony.  

After graduating from the Conservatory, he won the Prix de Rome with his cantata 

Clovis et Clothilde, which is French for Clovis and Clotilde. This cantata tells the story 

of King Clovis and his conversion to Christianity, much to the happiness of his wife 

Clotilde.   Winning this prize allowed him to live and write music for several years. He 

spent three of those years in Rome, Italy, and was said to be very happy there. 

After Bizet returned to Paris, his life became much more difficult. First his mother 

was not well and then she died, causing Bizet much grief. Next, his finances became 

strained and he found that he must take whatever work he could find. Happily, times 

improved when he married Genevieve Halévy, daughter of a composer, in 1869. They 

had a son together named Jacques. 

In 1871, Bizet composed Juex d’enfants, a suite of twelve miniatures, which translates 

from French to English as Children’s Games. Each miniature consists of music which 

captures children at play. These pieces portray the simple joys and delights of 

childhood, especially as children play with toys such as dolls, swings and balls as well 

as playing games such as Blind Man’s Bluff and Leap-frog.  
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Bizet composed his most famous opera Carmen, which was put on stage at the Opéra 

Comique in 1875. An opera is a play where all of the words are sung: this work is 

accompanied by an orchestra. Sadly, the reviews for Carmen were terrible and Bizet did 

not live long enough to see these reviews turn around. He died that same year at the 

age of 36 and never knew how much audiences grew to love this opera and still love it 

today.  

This nineteenth century French composer from the Romantic Period is now well-

known and loved for his many contributions to music. Georges Bizet gave us music 

suited for any age. Children begin their introduction to him while listening to his 

Children’s Games and continue to know his music as they grow older and listen to his 

other works, particularly Carmen. 

~by Lisa Kelly 


