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Leonard da Vinci Collection 
 

 

Possible Self-Portrait, 1513 

 

During the Renaissance, Leonard da Vinci (1452-1519) was an artist, inventor and scientist from Vinci, Italy. 

He is well known for his paintings of the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper. His drawings and inventions tell us 

that he was a highly creative, intelligent and one of the greatest innovators known. 

Notes for the Teacher 

Please visit the website for notes on how to best conduct a picture study.  

This PDF file contains pictures which can be freely downloaded and printed. For best results, print these 

images on card stock. You might also consider storing the prints in sheet protectors. 
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Recommended Books 

Form I 

Leonardo Da Vinci by Mike Venezia (Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists) 

Leonardo da Vinci by Diane Stanley 

Leonardo and the Flying Boy by Laurence Anholt 

Leonardo's Horse by Jean Fritz 

Katie and the Mona Lisa by James Mayhew 

Form II 

Leonardo da Vinci by Diane Stanley  

Leonardo da Vinci by Emily Hahn 

Forms III-VI 

First Impressions: Leonardo da Vinci by Richard McLanathan 

Forms V-VI 

Leonardo da Vinci by Walter Isaacson –Please preview this book before assigning it. 
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Figure 1 
 

Title: The Lady with an Ermine 
Date: 1489-1490 

Medium: oil on panel 
Dimensions: 39.3cm x 53.4cm 

Location: Czartoryski Museum, Kraków, 
Poland 

 
Notes 

Turned slightly and gazing off to the right, Cecilia 

Gallerani is the young girl depicted in this painting. 

 

The animal she holds in her arms is an ermine, a 

word usually referring to the stoat, which was known 

for its white winter coat. 

 
Tell what you see in this painting. What colors are 
used? What color is the background? Tell why you 
think Leonardo chose these colors.  

Figure 2 
 

Title: The Virgin of the Rocks 
Date: 1483-1486 

Medium: oil on panel  
Dimensions: 199cm x 122cm 

Location: Louvre, Paris, France 
 
Notes 

This painting shows the baby Jesus, his mother (the 

Madonna), John the Baptist (a baby as well) and the 

archangel. There are two paintings by this same title 

which are similar to each other. The other painting 

can be found at the National Gallery in London. 

 
Look carefully at the figures in this work. What 
emotions and feelings can we sense from each one?  
 
Describe the background of the painting. What is 
interesting about this background? Describe a 
different background that might have been painted 
for these four figures.  

Figure 3 
 

Title: The Last Supper 
Date: 1495 

Medium: tempera on gesso, pitch & mastic 
Dimensions: 420cm  x 910cm 

Location: Church Santa Maria delle Grazie, 
Milan, Italy 

 
Notes 

This famous painting captures the scene of the last 

meal that Jesus Christ shared with his disciples. It was 

commissioned by Ludovico Sforza, Duke of Milan. 

 
Tell what is happening in this painting. If your 
student is not familiar with the story of this event, 
then you may wish to read a children’s version of it.  
 
Which person is Jesus? Name the disciples and try to 
match each one to his depiction in the painting. What 
might the men be thinking or saying to one another?  
 
Tell what is significant about this meal.  

Figure 4 
 

Title: Mona Lisa 
Date: 1504 

Medium: oil on panel 
Dimensions: 77cm  x  53cm 

Location: Louvre, Paris, France 
 

 
Notes 

Pretend that you are describing the woman in this 

painting to someone who cannot see it. Do this in 

good detail. 

 
Mona Lisa was the wife of Leonardo’s close friend, 
Francesco del Gioconda. Her smile and countenance 
are often considered a bit of a mystery. What might 
she be thinking? What might she be feeling? 
 
This piece, like The Lady with an Ermine, is considered 
a portrait. 
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Figure 5 
 

Title: The Virgin and Child with St. Anne 
Date: 1510 

Medium: oil on panel 
Dimensions: 168cm  x 112cm 

Location: Louvre, Paris, France 
 
 

Notes 

In this painting, Mary, the infant Jesus and St. Anne, 

Mary’s mother, is portrayed. The lamb symbolizes 

innocence. 

 

Tell about this painting. What story do you think that 

Leonardo was trying to tell? Describe the 

background. 

 

Tell what colors are used. Which parts of the painting 

are dark and which are light? How does light and 

darkness affect the way we see the figures?  

Figure 6 
 

Title: Portrait of Ginevra Benci 
Date: 1474 

Medium: oil on wood 
Dimensions: 37cm  x 42cm 

Location: National Gallery of Art 
 

 
Notes 

Ginevra Benci was a young poet, known for her 

intelligence and gentle spirit. Study her facial 

expression carefully. What might she be thinking or 

feeling?  

 

Describe the background of the portrait. What colors 
are used in this painting? Do the paintings by 
Leonardo studied so far have similarities? Tell about 
them. 
 
The plant behind Ginevra is a juniper bush, a symbol 
of chastity.  

 

 

 


